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Once  again  here  are  tips  for  the  housewife  who  plans  family  meals  and  shops 
for  food.    Here's  news  about  supplies  and  prices  of  foods  coming  on  the  market  this 
season.    The  news  comes  direct  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  agriculture. 

The  first  tip  today  is  about  fresh  vegetables  on  the  market.    You  can  eroect 
more  asparagus,  csbbage ,  spinach,  lettuce,  rhubarb  and  radishes  for  sale  this  month, 
but  very  few  more  tomatoes,  snap  beans,  eggplant,  cucumbers,  green  peppers  and  lima 
beans.    These  last  vegetables  suffered  recently  from  unfavorable  weather.  Supplies 
of  them  are  small  for  this  time  of  year. 

As  every  good  food-shopper  knows,  April  is  the  month  asparagus  season  gets 
fully  underway.     Shipments  of  asnaragus  from  California  reach  their  high  point  this 
month.    Of  course,  part  of  the  asparagus  grown  for  market  is  canned.    Unless  more 
asparagus  than  usual  goes  into  cans  this  year,  markets  will  have  about  as  much  this 
year  as  last.    Asparagus  season  generally  runs  from  March  through  July.    The  3  big 
asparagus  months  are  April,  May  and  June, 

From  news  of  asparagus  let's  turn  to  news  of  strawberries — good  news  for  any- 
body who  likes  strawberries — and  that's  almost  everybody.    Berries  are  going  to  be 
plentiful  this  month.    Many  more  berries  than  last  month  and  many  more  than  a  year 
ago.    The  States  shipping  berries  right  now  have  crops  45^  larger  than  last  year — 
considerably  larger  than  average.    From  now  until  late  May  or  early  June  more  berries 
will  be  coming  to  market.    The  last  of  May  or  early  June  the  price  of  berries  is 
lowest  for  the  season. 


Now  here  briefly  is  news  about  potatoes.    The  news  is:  More  white  potatoes 
and  fewer  sweetpotatoes  than  last  year.    More  white  potatoes  on  the  markets  than 
last  month  but  fewer  sweet-ootatoes .    The  season  for  old  potatoes  ends  in  June.     In  a 
month  or  so  most  of  the  potatoes  for  sale  will  be  new  potatoes. 

Now  for  news  of  eggs.    April  is  the  big  month  of  the  year  for  eggs.  This 
April  eggs  will  be  about  as  plentiful  as  a  year  ago  even  though  the  number  of  laying 
hens  is  smaller.    The  point  is  that  the  hens  that  are  laying  are  working  harder  and 
producing  more  eggs.    The  price  of  eggs  has  already  hit  low  and  from  now  on  will  be 
going  up  until  November  when  it  usually  hits  high.    Egg  prices  are  going  up  more  than 
usual  for  this  time  of  year.    It's  the  old  story  of  prices  going  up  not  because  of 
any  shortage  in  food  but  because  more  people  have  more  money  and  are  buying  this 
food.    Another  important  reason  for  the  rise  in  egg  prices  is  the  report  that  we  may 
export  eggs  to  Europe. 

Speaking  of  eggs,  have  you  a  copy  of  the  Department-of-Agri culture' s  leaflet 
on  cooking  eggs?    The  leaflet  is  called  "Eggs  at  Any  Meal".     It  is  Leaflet  Ho.  39. 
And  it  is  free  as  long  as  the  free  supply  lasts.    A  postcard  addressed  to  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  will  bring  it  to  you. 

From  egg  news,  let's  go  on  to  butter  news.    The  news  is:    Lots  of  butter  this 
season,  but  higher  prices  just  the  same.    Wholesale  prices  have  already  gone  up  even 
though  butter  has  not  reached  its  peak  in  production.    More  butter  will  be  coming  on 
the  market  from  now  on  through  June,  and  butter  will  be  more  plentiful  than  it  was 
last  year.    Ordinarily,  this  big  and  increasing  sup-ply  of  butter  would  bring  prices 
down  from  now  until  June  when  butter  is  usually  cheapest  for  the  year.    But  butter 
prices  have  started  up  for  the  same  reason  that  egg  prices  have  started  up — the 
prospect  of  exporting. 

Now  for  a  little  news  about  meat.    First,  about  pork.     From  now  until 
September  markets  will  have  considerably  less  pork  than  they  had  a  year  ago. 
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Naturally,  pork  will  continue  to  "be  more  expensive  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  'This 
month  the  markets  will  have  less  pork  than  they  had  in  March.     But  in  May  they 
will  have  a  little  more  "because  pigs  farrowed  last  fall  will  he  going  to  market. 
Frequently  pork  becomes  cheaper  in  May,  hut  this  year  it  probably  won't  drop  in 
price  as  much  as  usual. 

As  for  beef,  the  markets  this  month  will  have  about  the  same  amount  they 
had  last  month  and  a  year  ago.     More  beef  begins  coming  in  in  May.    From  May  to 
October  more  beef  will  be  coming  on  the  market.    The  peak  season  for  beef  is  in 
October.     The  outlook  still  is  for  beef  prices  to  continue  at  higher  levels  than 
a  year  ago  during  the  next  few  months. 

That's  all  the  food  tips  for  today.    Don't  forget  the  free  leaflet  on  cook 
ing  eggs.     Once  again,  it  is  "Egg  Dishes  at  Any  Meal,"    No.  39,  and  a  postcard 
will  bring  it  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  as  long  as 
the  free  supply  lasts. 

Listen  for  more  food-shopping  tips  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 


